Richmond Area Chapter
Spring 2022 Newsletter
Greetings RAC members!
Spring has arrived, which means it’s time for growth and
new beginnings. The pandemic has certainly left us with several
areas for growth. If you were to ask area teachers, one of the
most notable of these is writing. RAC is thrilled to provide you
with an exciting opportunity to address the writing needs of our
students.
Please join us on Wednesday, April 27th at 5:00 for our
annual spring conference in which writing will be at the
forefront. Our featured guest is Rebekah O’Dell, the author of
Writing with Mentors. We are also pleased to announce that our
chapter was the recipient of the 2021-2022 VSLA Young Writers
Grant. This allows us to provide our conference attendees with
the opportunity to share student writing and receive a class set
of notebooks, custom pencils, and a copy of our featured
speaker’s book just for sharing. You don’t want to miss this
amazing opportunity! Register here to avoid missing out!

Calendar of
Events
April 15th: Parents as
Readers Grant
applications due
April 27th: RAC Spring
Conference
April 30th: Virginia
Readers’ Choice voting
closes

Join us!
Are you interested in becoming
more involved in our chapter?
We are currently seeking
people to fill the following
positions:
●
Treasurer
●
Vice President
●
Young Writers Committee
Chairperson
Please contact Laurel Roeder at
laurelroeder@yahoo.com or
Victoria Vanzura at
victoria.vanzura@gmail.com if
interested. We’d love to have
you!

Parents as Readers Grant

Chapter Feature
One of the best parts of joining RAC is the
opportunity to learn from fellow educators
across our region. Check out one of our
area schools that celebrated the month of
March with a March Book Madness
Tournament. Based off the contest started
by two Ohio teachers, this school joined
together to vote on which picture books
they thought should advance through each
round of the bracket until they crowned an
ultimate school champion. Check out the
website if you’d like to try it in the future or
just to get some great ideas for
read-alouds!

Do you have a creative idea to involve
parents in learning more about literacy?
Have you ever wanted to host a book club
with students and parents? These are just a
couple of examples of how the Parents as
Reader Grant could benefit the parents and
students at your school. Creative proposals
are now being accepted! Two grants will be
awarded this year: one elementary school
and one secondary school. Applications are
due April 15th and can be submitted here.
Please contact Doris Favale at
dorisfavale@gmail.com with any questions.

Teachers as Readers Grant Awards
Is there a professional book or some children’s literature that you want to read, but don’t want to
have to buy? RAC has the solution for you - apply for our Teachers as Readers grant! The
Richmond Area Chapter is pleased to offer two grants for groups of teachers to purchase, read,
and discuss children’s literature or professional books that further literacy instruction. One $250
grant will be awarded to a group from an elementary school, and one $250 grant will be
awarded to a middle or high school group. A total of $500 will be awarded each year.
Applications must be submitted digitally by March 31, 2021.
Check out our post from February 3rd for specific guidelines and contact Caroline Head at
carolinehead@verzon.net with any questions.

Follow Us!

Instagram:
richmondreading

Facebook:
rarcinfo

Twitter:
RARCreads

Website:
richmondreads.org

