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As we pass the midpoint of the school year, I hope everyone is finding 
comfort in class routines and enjoying watching their students blossom as 
readers.  Many folks wish for winter to blow through quickly, but I like the 
coziness of winter.  With outdoor activities limited, there are more 
opportunities for inside activities, such as reading!  What is cozier than 

reading by the fire?  Or having a class 
read-in while the wind (or snow!) blows 
around outside?  And, winter weather 
sometimes brings us the unexpected snow 
day.  With our January snow-cation, it was 
nice to be trapped inside the house (for 
the first day or two at least).  I felt so 
accomplished – I managed to organize 
things I’d been meaning to tackle for some 
time and I also had time to spend with my 
own children…they couldn’t escape to do 
their normal ”teen” things.  I even had time 
to read something that I wanted to read, 
and I had time to just recharge my thinking 
and perspective. 

Your RARC board has also been hard at work this winter planning our spring events.  We have 
rethought our Reading Teacher of the Year process and are happy to announce that we are 

planning on awarding our winning teacher $500 
to use in the classroom to promote literacy 
instruction.  We are also reworking our celebration 
to make it easier for more people to attend.  
More details will be released this spring, but our 
plan is to have appetizers and desserts at Brio 
Tuscan Grille.  We have also worked hard to plan 
a Young Writer’s celebration that included a local 
poetry group, and we are excited to host Cathy 
Collier, of the Wise Owl blog, at our spring 
conference.  We hope that you will take 
advantage of all that your membership offers by 
attending one or all of these events.  

Hopefully instead of wishing winter away, 
you are embracing this special time when 
routines are strong and inside togetherness is a 
necessity.  Soon enough the hubbub of the spring 
will come and with it, a flurry of activities and the 
business of the end of the year wrap up.  It will be 
here before we know it. Until then, enjoy this calm 
point of the school year and cross your fingers for 
another snow-cation! 

Christina Saunders, RARC President 

Save the Dates 
Spring Conference, 4/18 @ 4:30 
         featuring Cathy Collier 
 
Young Writers Celebration, 4/25 
 
Reading Teacher of the Year 
Celebration, 5/11 @ Brio Tuscan Grille
 appetizers & sweets served as  

we celebrate outstanding 
teachers of literacy 

 

SPRING CONFERENCE UPDATE  

We are excited to welcome Cathy Collier as our 
featured speaker for our spring conference on 
April 18th.   Cathy is currently a reading specialist 
in Chesapeake, and has been a Literacy 
Consultant for several cities and counties in the 
state.  She is a Past President of VSRA and 
currently on the Board of Directors for the 
International literacy Association.  She has a love 
of teaching early learners, especially 
kindergartners, and teaching teachers.  Cathy’s 
blog, The W.I.S.E. Owl, focuses on early learning 
and teacher professional development, as well 
as offering tips and tricks for student 
engagement and teacher survival.  She also 
collaborates on the blog, Adventures in Literacy 
Land. 
Keep your eyes open for more information on 
how to register for this conferences. In the 
meantime, check out Cathy Collier’s blog at 
http://wiseowlcathy.blogspot.com  



Reading Teacher  
    of the Year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
	
	
	

Congratulations	to	Hilary	Coakley	and	Meg	
Hanayik!		They	are	the	2017	winners	of	RARC’s	
Teachers	as	Readers	Grant.		Hilary	will	
facilitate	a	book	study	on	“The	Reading	
Strategies	Book”	written	by	Jennifer	Serravallo.		
Meg	will	facilitate	a	book	study	on	“The	Writing	
Workshop”	by	Katie	Wood	Ray.		Each	grant	
recipient	will	further	literacy	instruction	with	
6‐7	of	their	peers.		Well	done! 	
	

     RARC Young  
   Writers Contest  Check out VSRA and  

     RARC on social media! 
 

@VSRAToday  
 
 
Virginia State Reading Association 
Richmond Area Reading Council            
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Richmond Area Reading Council             

The Richmond Area Reading Council is pleased to 
announce that we are collecting nominations for our 
local council’s Reading Teacher of the Year.  In addition 
to the honor of representing the RARC in the state’s 
Reading Teacher of the Year process, the RARC 
recipient will also receive $500 to use in the classroom to 
promote literacy.  The RARC Reading Teacher of the 
Year Committee will review all information received, 
and the selected RARC Reading Teacher of the Year will 
be submitted to be considered for the VSRA 2017-18 
Ofie T. Rubin Reading Teacher of the Year.  To nominate 
an outstanding colleague:  Please complete the form 
located at http://tinyurl.com/RARCTOY . 

The Young Writer’s Contest is currently 
underway. This year’s entries will be in the 

genre of poetry, and our Writing 
Extravaganza Celebration will take place in 
April.  Join us to honor students of entries 

selected as Exemplary on April 25, 2017 at 
the Libbie Mill Library (Henrico County). 
Members of the Richmond Writer’s Den 

Poetry Slam will also perform. All student 
winners will be notified by March 27, 2017. 


